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Fart of the original plan of creating the “model town™ of Gwinn was th
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Model town’ gains
national recognition

By KRISTIE HEINONEN
Journal Staff Writer

GWINMN = Gwinn histonan Richard
Wills is thrilled to s¢¢ his hometown list-
¢d on the National Register of Histonc
Places.

Wills, 4%, a third generation *Model
Towner, issisied on the project.

The official name is Gwinn Model
Township Historic District, Forsyth
Township, Marquetie County, Michigan

et

*The listing of Gwinn on the register
undeniably affinms the local and national
importance of the history of Gwinn,” saxd
Wills, a 10-year member of the Porsyth
Township Historical Society, said.

Mot only is this mn incredible bonor, bt
in Gwinn’s case, it's also unusual because
pormally only one or iwo buildings re-
ceive the honor, but the entire town of
Gwinn is on the register.

Perhaps the reason for this is the twa
men whio built Graanm and the o ginal de-

sign of the town,
Wills said.

Ciwinn was built
by the Cleveland-
Cliffs Iron Com-
pany in the early
19005 o5 &
planned industrial
COMMURIEY.

CCI  President
William. Malher WS
hired . Warren H. SO
Manning. a well- :
known town plan-
ner, to design
Gwinin.

Mather and Manning’s concepl — a
well-designed layoul of strecis, parks,
houses, and commercial and public build-
ings surrounded by parks and woodlands
— became & model for other COmMamni-
ties, bence the nickname Model Town.

Nominating Gwinn o the register was
discussed for years, but the $30,000

WILLS

nomination fee discouraged any effors,
Wills said.

Afternpas to nominate individoal build-
ings within the town were unsuccessful.

In early 1998, retirements al the State
Historic Preservation Office made short-
term money available for special propects.
Aware of the importance of Gwinn, the
State Historic Preservation Office ook
the unusual move of funding the nomina-
tion process, Wills said.

“We were glad we could fupnd thys”
said Bob Christensen, Nauonal Register
project coopdinator for the Stale Hisionc
Preservation Office in Lansing.

Wills said it was extremely rare for the
office to fund a nomination.

“They will help out with funding o1
give information on how to get funding,
but they will rarely fund an entire project.
That telis people how significant this 15,
Wills said.
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Besides the honor, many commu-
nities containing National Register
sites use the status as a springboard
to historic rehabilitation and reno-
vation within their communities
and as 2 way o improve tounsm.

"We believe this will help put
Gwinn on the map as a tourist des-
tination,” said Jeanette Maki, pres-
ident of the Gwinn-Sawyer Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Gwinn is listed on the National
Register for its national signifi-
cance in community planning and
development and for its signifi-
cance as a work of landscape de-
sign.
‘g:“"m:'rc. pleased that this has fi-
nally happened,” Christensen said.
“It's something that we talked
about at the State Historic Preser-
vation Office for at least the 22
years | have been working here.™

The Mational Register is part of
the National Park Service, U.S. De-
pariment of Interior, and is the fed-
eral government’s official list of
properties deemed worthy of
preservation because of the town's
importance in American history
and culture.

“As an organization we feel a
great deal of pride in this accom-
plishment. We are grateful to any-
one who assisted in making this
happen. It has been one of our ~
goals," ' Wills said.

The Forsyth Township Historical
Society, which has 220 members,
is celebrating its 10th anniversary
this year,

“This is a pretty good birthday
present,” Wills said.

Wills said that if Manning were
to come to Gwinn today, he could
still find his way around.

“It’s still basically intact,” he
said.

Although a plague is not avail-
able yet to commemorate the his-
toric event, plans are being made to
pick a site.

“It might be another year before
the plaque is up,” Wills said.

The designation was made June
24 and lists Gwinn as the Gwinn
Model Township Historic District,
Forsyth Township, Marquette
County, Michigan. The district
boundaries include most of the plat
of Gwinn and its surrounding green
areas.
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